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Taking wiLs Home: How WiIll

It takes numerous hours of
planning and preparation to make
this seminar happen. Everyone
involved in the seminar is a
volunteer, from the WILS Board of
Directors to the Junior Staffer in
your group. Even the speakers and
panelists have volunteered their time
in order to make the entire weekend
possible.

Why are we all willing to do
this? Because we all believe you
represent the best and brightest from
across Wisconsin and Upper
Michigan. Someone in your school
noticed your leadership abilities and
your potential to make a difference.
My hope is that this seminar has
inspired you to utilize those abilities
back in your school ancbmmunity.

How <can you make a

difference? There are so many ways

A Reunion To Remgmer!
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to get involved and volunteer your
time. You can spend time with the
residents at alocal nursing home, or
be a tutor for younger students. Y ou
can befriend someone at your school
or in your community that people
see as an outcast. Organize a service
project through your school like a
blood drive. Coordinate a Qvelcome
wagonOfor new families that move
into your community.

Remain active with the WILS
Alumni Association and take part in
or plan one of their many volunteer
projects throughout the year. Return
to the seminar in future years as a
Junior Staff volunteer. | am sure you
can find a person or cause that suits
your unique personality and talents.
Helping others can give you the
greatest feeling in the world.

After this outstanding and fast-

Do you want to stay in touch and have a great time with your
WILS friends this summer? If so, mark your calendar for the
WILS Summer Reunion: Friday-Sunday, July 27-29. Sign up

for a weekend of fun at Marquette University in Milwaukee!

We will be seeing Comedy Sportz show, listening to a great
speaker, volunteering in the city, and laser tagging. Also, be ready
to have a blast at the annual carwash!

You can enjoy this fun-filled weekend and spend time with
This includes lodging, most
food, and all activities. All you have to do is send in your $30
deposit with the registration form on page 3. See you in July!
mertle_06@h otmail.com.

your WILS friends for only $60!

Questions? Email Ashley at

YOU Make A Dif ference?

paced seminar is over, | hope you
take a few moments to reflect on
what you have learned and
experienced in just a few short days.
You have been introduced to some
incredible speakers and new ideas,
as well as some amazing people.
Each of the panelists and
speakers has increased your
knowledge and your view of the
world. Your fellow ambassadors
have taught you that coming from
different ethnic, economic and
religious backgrounds doesn't really
make you that different after all.
Now it is up to you to figure out
how you are going to use what you
have learned. How are you, as a
leader, going to make a difference?

- Leah Arnot
2007 Seminar Chair

Upcoming Events

July 18, Milwaukee

WILS Brewer Game Fundraiser
July 27-29, Milwaukee

WILS Summer Reunion

For more information on any of these
events, contact any WILSAA board member.
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President’

Is anyone perfect? This is a question that has
long plagued American society and people known as
perfectionists..5ad even WILSers!

Have you heard the song "Life is a Highway? It
is a popular song that was originally recorded by Tom
Cochrane and recently remade by Rascal Flatts. The
song has an interesting and moldable message that all
WIL Sers should take to heart. One verse of the song
contains the following line,

"There's no load | can't hold...
Road so rough, this | know..."

We WILSers try to do so many things at once, and
most of the time we feel overwhelmed and like we
cannot accomplish everything. Now, I'm not saying that
life is going to always be "peachy" or happy. However,
if we sit back and relax, and go with the flow of lifeit's
easier thamvorrying about everything all of the time.

Crossing the (Minnesota) Border:
Spring Reunion

WILS/MILE
By Paige Polzer

The WILS-MILE Spring| and robot wars.

s Corner

WILS, take from this the lesson and opportunity to
take chances and make mistakes. No oneis perfect, and
there are always lessons we can learn from making
mistakes and recovering from them. In order to
succeed, we must make mistakes sometimes and accept
the consequences that come with those choices because
remember, WILS...

"Life is a
highway..."

--Justi n Hoffm an,
WIL SAA President

HEy,

Reunion was planned by Steve
Baker, Virgil Carroll, and Dan
Kender. On March 30, Friday
WILSers reunited and formed
bonds on some longer-than-usual

We ate and did a Dexterity
Check in the middle of the food
court. We went to a museum and
watched a 3-D movie. At the
hotel, with a 24-hour pool, we

Shoutouts

I'm leaving town and I'll be gone for a year - find me at
seminar if you want to get my address or keep up with me

car rides - all the swam a lot, but

throgh my mahly nesleter! Ben Aronin

way to &l| beware...the person

Minneapolis. . § least expected co_uld BOD - | miss you guys! Sorry you havenit seen my face
Once dunk you at any time! around. Rhonda Wicker

WI:\‘/ISerS a{rlved | On h Sun(?ay d V.Ve Herés to the lovely ladies of ETHS! 2007 marks four

In Innesota we exchange a, vice geneatims olus, and | calri't benoreprod! Let'&«eep

toppled over one about our Seminars  the legay goig! Cady Cummings

another in the and alumni with

middle of the MILE. That really Kyleand Stev- My two stad Stagtudy.

hotel. We then helped me to realize Ben AN - You got somethint on your shoider..let me

made blankets as
a service project. &

We talked
and got to know
the Minnesota
students and
reflected, at the same time getting
used to our customs and
Minnesota customs.

On Saturday we went to the
Mall of America where we had a
scavenger hunt in groups. Not
only did we get to dress up alittle
- we also saw Elvis impersonators

how strong WILS is
and how hard
everyone works to
plan seminar and our
reunions.
After our traditional
post-reunion lunch, we said our
tearful goodbyes and traveled
home.

| really got to know some
people well over the course of
these three days and found my
WILS experience once again to be
OUTSTANDING!

brug it off! Gowboy
Congrats to Lili Behm (Kenya ‘06) for her 35 on the ACT!

Paul Hoemke, Christine Porter, and Tianna Smetana....|
love and miss you! And Becky a.k.a. the best first year
liaism ever.| heat you& doig a gretgjob! Keeft up!
-Abbey Baus

Hey! Living it up in rural Japan. Taught little kids how to do
the "Milk Cheer" and "Bipady Bop Bop Bop." Moving to
Tokyo in August. Hope you all have a great 2007 Summer
Seninal Gambare! (Do your best!) -Minh
Nguyen

More shoutouts on page 3!
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Al um ni As sociatio n Bu sin ess:

Presidential

Election

WILSAA President Justin Hoffman will be attending
Arizona State University in the fall and will thus be vacating
his position at the Summer Reunion thisyear. The President
position is open to all alumni. The election will be held at
the WILSAA board meeting during the summer reunion, and
the new president will serve until the regular alumni board
elections at the winter reunion. If you intend to run, please
be at summer reunion or inform the alumni advisors, Dan
Kender and Amy Beres. Justin - good luck at ASU and
thanks for all of your hard work!

More Shoutouts!

Megan Timm - you + me + car rides to
WILS = totaly lost, yet somehow
increliblyfun Dani Mabrey

| am so excited for seminarl!!l We will
missyou Scty!-Paige

Ben, I'm going to miss you and our long
talks like crazy. Christina & Dan, thanks
for being there for me in the ER! Dale,
Becky, & Tianna - I'm so happy you came
back! Jason Gantzer, you NEED to come
back NOW! James, thanks for the Alterra
chas - IOU 1 wate Samantha Toigo

Congratulations to all of our recent high
school and college grads! Good luck!

Shannon- how many points in your rubrix
isit worth if | amwilling to do heawy lifting
whilein Switerlaad? a really hot guy

A shoutout to Cowboy, and an apology
for being terrible at retuming calls...but |

miss you and hope all is well and |
prormise one of these days we'll hang
out!! Amy Beres, | love you and miss
youl-Heidi Hamberger

Kelly- now we play the wgitjara.
-love, roomie

Leah - congatuktiors! you did an
amazing job :) Now when does debriefing
star® - love, Sarah

SUMMLEY Reuwiow

RegLstration Form

Send this formalong with your$30 deposito:

Ashley Merten
970 Calvary St., Mt. Calvary, Wl 53057
(Checks payable to WILSAA.)

Name:

Address:

E-Mail:

Phone: ( )

Circle all that apply:
- I nee darid e to/ from reunion.
-l can give rides to/ from reunion.
-lam a vegetarian.
** | wil | be coming lat e. (see below)
** | wil | be lea ving early. (see below)

See you in Milwaukee, July 27-29!

Leadership Reflection TO Be Contin ued ... sysen aronin

This year | have been put in a
difficult situation, in a strange town,
with a handful of disappointments.
While this could have become one of
the worst years of my life | decided to
look for reasons or lessons from each
disappointment. As aresult I've grown
as a person, learned a lot about myself,
and grown in my faith. | was asked to
write about what I've learned, and how
I've grown. I've learned that my
hardest year has also been one of great
blessings.

Our old WILS motto was
"Sometimes the best way to find out
who you are is to go where you have to
be nothing at al." I've also learned that
with each step you take you may or
may not see the next one, but you have
to keep taking that next step. Your
journey is long and treacherous, and
each step has the ability to take your
life in a new direction. Your life is
your journey, and not simply a
destination. To appreciate where you

are you must realize that it is a
culmination of every step you take. No
step fulfills your journey on it's own,
but rather at the end of each one you
must realize it is to be continued....

Only months or years into the
future will you be able to look back on
an individual step to learn how it has
truly shapedyourlife. No matterwhere
you are or what situation you are in,
your life can beredeemed. Your
struggles and pitfalls may not go away,
but it is true that if you look hard
enough for long enough you will see
positives come from it. Life's biggest
mistakes can turn out to be your biggest
blessings. The key is to continually
pick yourself up and continue.

While it is important to find the
good things from the bad things in your
own life, it is also important to be a
goodpersonin thelives of thosearound
you so that you could be the good thing
in theirs. The essence of good
leadership is good service. Leadership

is a word that is thrown around a lot,
and often it is tough to make tangible.
Many people may want to be a leader,
but not know how to lead, or knowof a
position to take.

| have never met a leader that
immediately knew how to lead, or
where to take their followers. Every
true and good leader I've ever met has
started doing 2 things. First they
started serving. Second, they started.
They got off their butt and did
something.

Nothing has ever Dbeen
accomplished by people on the sideline
waiting for the perfect opportunity.
Your job today is to get active and get
involved anywhere. It doesn't matter
what you choose. As time goes on you
will find out your joys and gifts as well
as your dislikes and struggles. The
important thing is that you start trying
to make a difference, and that you
realize that each step leads to another
one.
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WI LS Alum ni As sociatio n Cont act In formatio n

President: Justin Hoffman
W6069 Zinna Drive
Appleton,WI 54915
govenorjustin@gmail.com

Vice President: Shannon Clark

5810S. Hong Cre& Drive
Milw aukes, W1 53221

shamon_clarkO@hotmal.com

Secretary: Cady Cummings
N7751 Bowers Road
Elkhorn,WI 53121
horsehic74@hotmal.com

Treasurer: Meghan Obligato
3148N. 103d Stre¢
Wauwaosa,WI 5322
mohlligato@yahoacom

Member-At-Large: Hanna Foate
1619Hall Ave

Appleton,WI 54911
h.foae@$cgldal.ret

First-Year Liaison: Becky Rupel
3821S. Rive Ridge Blvd
Greenfield, WI 53228
brupel@wi.rr.com

PR Director: Samantha Toigo
818 N. 15thSt. Apt #18

Milw aukes, WI 53233
samathatoigo@maquete.edi

Adyvisors: Dan Kender & Amy Beres
the_dk@hotmal.com & abers@ntw.edu

Pleag dire¢ quesions,comnents,and contibutions for this
newdetterto the Publt Relatons Dire¢or, SamathaToigo.

| wilsaa.newsletter @gmail.com | Contibutions welomed photss, quots, shotouts articles!




