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Up com ing  Ev ent s 

July 18, Milwaukee 

WILS Brewer Game Fundraiser 
July 27-29, Milwaukee 

WILS Summer Reunion 

For more information on any of these 
events, contact any WILSAA board member. 

A Reunion T o Remember! 

It takes numerous hours of 
planning and preparation to make 
this seminar happen. Everyone 
involved in the seminar is a 
volunteer, from the WILS Board of 
Directors to the Junior Staffer in 
your group. Even the speakers and 
panelists have volunteered their time 
in order to make the entire weekend 
possible. 

Why are we all will ing to do 
this? Because we all believe you 
represent the best and brightest from 
across Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan. Someone in your school 
noticed your leadership abilities and 
your potential to make a difference. 
My hope is that this seminar has 
inspired you to utilize those abilities 
back in your school and community. 

How can you make a 
difference? There are so many ways 

to get involved and volunteer your 
time. You can spend time with the 
residents at a local nursing home, or 
be a tutor for younger students. You 
can befriend someone at your school 
or in your community that people 
see as an outcast. Organize a service 
project through your school like a 
blood drive. Coordinate a Òwelcome 
wagonÓ for new families that move 
into your community. 

Remain active with the WILS 
Alumni Association and take part in 
or plan one of their many volunteer 
projects throughout the year. Return 
to the seminar in future years as a 
Junior Staff volunteer. I am sure you 
can find a person or cause that suits 
your unique personality and talents. 
Helping others can give you the 
greatest feeling in the world. 

After this outstanding and fast- 

paced seminar is over, I hope you 
take a few moments to reflect on 
what you have learned and 
experienced in just a few short days. 
You have been introduced to some 
incredible speakers and new ideas, 
as well as some amazing people. 

Each of  the panel ists and 
speakers has increased your 
knowledge and your view of the 
world. Your fel low ambassadors 
have taught you that coming from 
di f ferent ethnic, economic and 
religious backgrounds doesn't really 
make you that different after all. 

Now it is up to you to figure out 
how you are going to use what you 
have learned. How are you, as a 
leader, going to make a difference? 

- Le ah  A rn dt 
20 07  S em in ar  Ch ai r 

How W ill YOU Make A Dif f erence? T akin g WILS Hom e: 

Do you want to stay in touch and have a great time with your 
WILS friends this summer?  If so, mark your calendar for the 
WILS Summer Reunion: Friday-Sunday , July 27-29.  Sign up 
for a weekend of fun at Marquette University in Milwaukee!  

We will be seeing Comedy Sportz show, listening to a great 
speaker, volunteering in the city, and laser tagging. Also, be ready 
to have a blast at the annual carwash!     

You can enjoy this fun-filled weekend and spend time with 
your WILS friends for only $60!  This includes lodging, most 
food, and all activities. All you have to do is send in your $30 
deposit with the registration form on page 3 .  See you in July! 
Questions?  Email Ashley at mertle_06@h otmail.com. 



: 

President' s Cor ner 
Is anyone perfect?  This is a question that has 

long plagued American society and people known as 
perfectionists...a nd even WILSers! 

Have you heard the song "Life is a Highway?  It 
is a popular song that was originally recorded by Tom 
Cochrane and recently remade by Rascal Flatts.  The 
song has an interesting and moldable message that all 
WILSers should take to heart.   One verse of the song 
contains the following line, 

"There's no load I can't hold... 
Road so rough, this I know..." 

We WILSers try to do so many things at once, and 
most of the time we feel overwhelmed and like we 
cannot accomplish everything.  Now, I'm not saying that 
life is going to always be "peachy" or happy.  However, 
if we sit back and relax, and go with the flow of life it's 
easier than worrying about everything all of the time. 
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 WILS, take from this the lesson and opportunity to 
take chances and make mistakes.  No one is perfect, and 
there are always lessons we can learn from making 
mistakes and recovering from them.   In order to 
succeed, we must make mistakes sometimes and accept 
the consequences that come with those choices because 
remember, WILS... 

"Li fe is a 
hig hw ay …" 

-- J us ti n  H of fm an , 
W IL SA A  P re si de n t 

The WILS-MILE Spring 
Reunion was planned by Steve 
Baker, Virgil Carroll, and Dan 
Kender. On March 30, Friday 
WILSers reunited and formed 
bonds on some longer-than-usu al 
car rides - all the 
w a y  t o  
Minneapolis. 

Once 
WILSers arrived 
in Minnesota we 
toppled over one 
another in the 
middle of  the 
hotel . We then 
made blankets as 
a service project. 

We tal ked 
and got to know 
the M i nnesota 
st udent s and 
reflected, at the same time getting 
used to our customs and 
Minnesota customs. 

On Saturday we went to the 
Mall of America where we had a 
scavenger hunt in groups. Not 
only did we get to dress up a little 
- we also saw Elvis impersonators 

and robot wars. 
We ate and did a Dexterity 

Check in the middle of the food 
court. We went to a museum and 
watched a 3-D movie. At the 
hotel, with a 24-hour pool, we 

swam a lot, but 
beware...the person 
least expected could 
dunk you at any time! 
On Sunday we 
exchanged advi ce 
about our seminars 
and al umni  wi th 
MILE. That real ly 
helped me to realize 
how strong WILS is 
and how hard 
everyone works to 
plan seminar and our 
reunions. 
After our traditional 

post-reunion lunch, we said our 
tearful  goodbyes and traveled 
home. 

I really got to know some 
people well over the course of 
these three days and found my 
WILS experience once again to be 
OUTSTANDIN G! 

Crossing the (Minnesota) Border: 
WILS/MILE Spring Reunion 

By Paige Polzer 

H EY , 

WILS ! 
Shoutouts 

I'm leavi ng town  and I'll be gone  for a year  - find me at 
sem inar if you wan t to get my addr ess or keep  up with me 
throu gh my mon thly new slett er! - Ben  Aro nin 

BOD  - I miss  you guys !  Sorr y you have n't seen  my face 
arou nd. - Rho nda  Wic ker 

Here 's to the lovel y ladie s of ETH S! 2007  mark s four 
gene ratio ns of us, and I coul dn't be more  prou d!  Let's  keep 
the lega cy goin g! - Cad y Cum min gs 

Kyle  and Stev e - My two stud s.  Stay  stud ly. 
Ben Aron in - You got som ethin ' on your  shou lder. ..let me 
brus h it off!  - Cow boy 

Cong rats to Lili Behm  (Ken ya '06) for her 35 on the ACT ! 

Paul  Hoer nke,   Chris tine Porte r, and Tian na Sme tana ....I 
love and miss  you!  And Beck y a.k.a . the best  first year 
liaiso n ever ...I hear d  you'r e doin g a grea t job! Keep  It up! 
- Abb ey Bau s 

Hey!  Livin g it up in rural  Japa n. Taug ht little kids how to do 
the "Milk  Che er" and "Bipp idy Bop Bop Bop. " Mov ing to 
Toky o in Augu st. Hope  you all have  a grea t 2007  Sum mer 
Sem inar ! Ga mb are ! (Do  you r bes t!)  - Mi nh 
Ng uye n 

More shoutouts on page 3! 
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Al um ni As so cia tio n Bu sin es s: 

Presidential Election 
WILSAA  President Justin Hof fman will be attending 

Arizona State University in the fall and will thus be vacating 
his position at the Summer Reunion this year .  The President 
position is open to all alumni.  The election will be held at 
the WILSAA  board meeting during the summer reunion, and 
the new president will serve until the regular alumni board 
elections at the winter reunion.  If you intend to run, please 
be at summer reunion or inform the alumni advisors, Dan 
Kender and Amy Beres.  Justin - good luck at ASU and 
thanks for all of your hard work! 

Meg an Timm  - you + me + car rides  to 
WILS  = total ly lost,  yet som ehow , 
incre dibly  fun!! !! - Dan i Mab rey 

I am so excit ed for sem inar! !!!  We will 
miss  you Scot ty! -Pa ige 

Ben,  I'm goin g to miss  you and our long 
talks  like craz y. Chri stina  & Dan , than ks 
for bein g there  for me in the ER!  Dale , 
Beck y, & Tian na - I'm so happ y you cam e 
back ! Jaso n Gan tzer,  you NEE D to com e 
back  NOW ! Jam es, than ks for the Alter ra 
chat s - IOU 1 wate r.  - Sam anth a Toig o 

Con gratu latio ns to all of our rece nt high 
scho ol and colle ge grad s! Goo d luck! 

Shan non-  how  man y poin ts in your  rubri x 
is it wort h if I am willin g to do heav y lifting 
while  in Swit zerla nd? - a real ly hot guy 

A shou tout to Cow boy,  and an apol ogy 
for bein g terrib le at retur ning  calls ...bu t I 
miss  you and hope  all is well and I 
prom ise one of thes e days  we'll  hang 
out!!   Amy  Bere s, I love  you and miss 
you!  - Heid i Ham berg er 

Kelly  - now we play the waiti ng gam e. 
-lov e, room ie 

Leah  - cong ratul ation s! you did an 
ama zing  job :) Now  whe n does  debr iefin g 
start ? -  love , Sara h 

T o Be  Con tin ued ... 
This year I have been put in a 

difficult situation, in a strange town, 
with a handful of disappointments. 
While this could have become one of 
the worst years of my life I decided to 
look for reasons or lessons from each 
disappointment.  As a result I've grown 
as a person, learned a lot about myself, 
and grown in my faith.  I was asked to 
write about what I've learned, and how 
I 've grown.  I 've learned that my 
hardest year has also been one of great 
blessings. 

Our old WILS motto was 
"Sometimes the best way to find out 
who you are is to go where you have to 
be nothing at all."  I've also learned that 
with each step you take you may or 
may not see the next one, but you have 
to keep taking that next step.  Your 
journey is long and treacherous, and 
each step has the ability to take your 
life in a new direction.  Your life is 
your journey, and not simply a 
destination.  To appreciate where you 

are you must real ize that i t is a 
culmination of every step you take.  No 
step fulfil ls your journey on it's own, 
but rather at the end of each one you 
must realize it is to be continued.... 

Only months or years into the 
future will you be able to look back on 
an individual step to learn how it has 
truly shaped your life.  No matter where 
you are or what situation you are in, 
your l i fe can beredeemed.  Your 
struggles and pitfalls may not go away, 
but it is true that if you look hard 
enough for long enough you will see 
positives come from it.  Life's biggest 
mistakes can turn out to be your biggest 
blessings.  The key is to continually 
pick yourself up and continue. 

While it is important to find the 
good things from the bad things in your 
own life, it is also important to be a 
good person in the lives of those around 
you so that you could be the good thing 
in thei rs. The essence of  good 
leadership is good service. Leadership 

is a word that is thrown around a lot, 
and often it is tough to make tangible. 
Many people may want to be a leader, 
but not know how to lead, or knowof a 
position to take.  

I have never met a leader that 
immediately knew how to lead, or 
where to take their followers.  Every 
true and good leader I've ever met has 
started doing 2 things.  First they 
started serving.  Second, they started. 
They got of f  their butt and did 
something. 

Nothi ng has ever  been 
accomplished by people on the sideline 
waiting for the perfect opportunity. 
Your job today is to get active and get 
involved anywhere.  It doesn't matter 
what you choose.  As time goes on you 
will find out your joys and gifts as well 
as your dislikes and struggles.  The 
important thing is that you start trying 
to make a difference, and that you 
realize that each step leads to another 
one. 

L eadership R eflection By Ben Aronin 

Summ er R eunion 
R egistration F o rm 

Send this form along with your $30 deposit  to: 
Ashley Merten 

970 Calvary St., Mt. Calvary, WI 53057 
(Checks payable to WILSAA.) 

Name: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________ 
 _______________________ 

E-Mail:  _______________________ 

Phone: (_____) _________________ 

C i r  c l  e  a l  l   t  h a t   a p p l  y : 
- I nee d a rid e to/ fro m reu nio n. 
- I can  giv e rid es to/ fro m reu nio n. 
- I am  a veg eta ria n. 
** I wil l be com ing  lat e. (se e bel ow ) 
** I wil l be lea vin g ear ly.  (se e bel ow ) 
** W h e n ?  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

See you in Milwaukee, July 27-29! 

More Shoutouts! 



WI LS  Al um ni As so cia tio n Co nt ac t In f or ma tio n 
Pr eside nt: Justi n Hoff man 

W60 69 Zinn ia Driv e 
Appl eton,  WI 5491 5 
gove rnorj ustin @gm ail.co m 

V ice Pr eside nt: Shan non Clar k 

5810  S. Hone y Cree k Driv e 
Milw auke e, WI 5322 1 
shan non_ clark 9@h otma il.co m 

Secr etary : Cady  Cum ming s 

N775 1 Bow ers Road 
Elkh orn, WI 5312 1 
horse chic7 4@h otma il.co m 

T r easu r er: Meg han Obli gato 

3148  N. 103r d Stree t 
W auwa tosa,  WI 5322 2 
mob ligat o@y ahoo .com 

Mem ber -At-L arge : Hann a Foat e 

1619  Hall A ve 
Appl eton,  WI 5491 1 

h.foa te@s bcglo bal.n et 

First -Y ear  Liais on: Beck y Rupe l 

3821  S. Rive r Ridg e Blvd . 
Gree nfiel d, WI 5322 8 

brup el@w i.rr .com 

PR Dir ector : Sam anth a T oigo 

818 N. 15th St. Apt #18 
Milw auke e, WI 5323 3 

sama ntha. toigo @ma rquet te.ed u 

Advi sors:  Dan Kend er  & Amy  Ber es 

the_d k@h otma il.com  & abere s@m cw .edu 

WILS 

Pleas e direc t quest ions,  comm ents,  and contr ibutio ns for this 
news letter  to the Publi c Relat ions Direc tor , Sama ntha T oigo. 
Cont ribut ions welc omed :  photo s, quote s, shou touts , articl es! w i l  s a a . n e w s l  e t  t  e r  @ g m a i l  . c o m 


